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-~ As the Rindchgt;regime;movegﬁkautiously ;Award- -
granting greater political freedom, Chile's opposition
groups have begungtogtest‘the ;imits of government '

N The‘chriatfangvemocratic Party (PDC), the | regime's - !
chief critic, hasirecently increased its activities. -
Over a hundred members of the party's youth movement @ = |
were arrested last/ week for unlawful assembly, |distribut- . !
ing PDC literature,  and chanting provocative $iogans.

The | youthg--most- of whom were subsequently freed--clearly
-had ' the approval of :former President Eduardo Frei, who
- has 'become more’ 'assertive since he openly demanded the - |

restoration|of traditional freedoms last summer. Oppo-
sition elements! in|the church, . labor, and universities

- also have become: restive. For example, students at three
universities recently were suspended .for la variety of
unauthorized activities.; : R
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... Increased’ dissidence 'is the outgrowth ofithe regime's
.steps toward{breaté: freedom. Last summer the govern=-.

ment‘adoptqdfhjcbmprehensiveflabbrjcodej&llowing the’

e resumption’of| labor.practices prohibited 'since|1973==,

including strikes !and collective| bargaining--under o

carefully controlled circumstances. : The igovernment is . -
_determined;thquérﬂ to prevent a:return to the highly. . .
_politicize¢J1hpd;}&ctivity of the 19608 jand early.1970s,
whenlleftistsp :

cuf‘thé'poﬁet'b§$ﬁhé'oldﬂieftistﬁlabor bosses; [the code - |
- disqualifies former /union |chiefs| from-leadership posi- ' . =
tions;:fItﬁaldoqucantralﬁzes labor by forbidding:thei "~ °
formation of multiunion federations. ° The government:is ! |
' reasonably&qatiafiq@'thatlthe,stkikes and theirounds:of .

- contract bargainirng/that;have taken place under the .new -

- system so far have been within bounds, but iticontinues"
, toAyatchftherro$qsq clo?ély, ETREEEE ¥ B
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dominated the movement. In ordér to under=' |
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,7't1ng public debate ion the draft of a new constitution.
il  When. portionsr

freedom- thanlthe'government text. The regime is anxlous;A

.promised a public discussion of the. constitution and has
not :silenced| itsicritics for fear. ‘of drawing. accusations |-
~that .it is imposing a constituti n on theicountry. In- -
stead, it 1s!try1ng to drum up sﬂpport for its: ver51on.'44
f‘-Interlor Mlnzster Fernandez has held at least one meet-:

fin the regimel!s

“whlle contlnuing to deny 'a vozcelto ‘those! the : reglme
' reqards - asllrreconc1lable enemles--the PDC. and the

© more . serlousiaélthe liberalization|process contxnues., g
'Theiregime ‘has/not!'decided how far'and how fast/ to move,

~other 5 1ntentions;
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In anothe Wliberalization move, Santiago 8 permit- :

of . the nearly completed draft were leaked . . .
to the press); the Group of;24--composed of modéerate - re-*:“-'I
gime - cr tics--issuedﬂits own proposed constitution, whlch N
calls for considerably broader personal and political : '

to keep cr1t1cxsm,w1 thin manageable bounds, but'lt had

ht polltlczanslfor this & .
gnifid ant. olitical openxngs
Ty
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ing:with leadlngzcenter-rlg
purpose--one[of,the mostls
]; Hs’ix-Year history

|1
Nonetheless,
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hroadeni g pol t1ca1 part1c1pation,_,,,j'~

left--remalnsja dilemma that can)be expected tofgrow

ind its! opponents areprobing each,

but' the governmenn
! should dissidents grow more vocal

g;'in coming months” the strength of the government's com- .
|- mitment to_ ollticalrdecompresslon will be tested further.v .
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